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THE PULPIT CLOTH OF APPOMATTOX CHURCH 

Westmoreland County, Virginia. Book entitled "Orders &c 1705 
to 1 721" Page 270, dorso. 

Westmorland S. S. J At a Cald Court for the said County 
the third day of June 171 5 by virtue of a Precept from Henry 
Ashton Gentl. &c. 

/ Present . . . Willoughby Allerton 

Gentl. Justices \ Benja : Berryman, Daniel McCarty, 

&c. \ Thomas Bonam, John Chilton and 

\ Joseph Bayley. 

( Dnn Rex 

Court Proclaimed. < vs 

( Alworthy 

Robert Alworthy a Prisoner in the Comon Goal 
of this County Comitted by virtue of a Mittimus 
from Henry Ashton and John Chilton, Gentl. two 
of his Maj : Uca Justices for this County bearing date the 28th day 
of May 1715, Upon Suspition of his the sd Alworthy's felon- 
iously Stealing a Pulpitt Cloath out of the Church in Appamat- 
tox in Washington Parish in the said County being brought to 
the barr by order of this Court to answer the same. And upon 
his examinacon being first askt whether he knew the Velvett 
Cloath then shown to him, he answered, Yess. 

2dly. How came you to know it. 

He answered, Because he bought it of William Murffey for 
a serg vest 

3rly. Did you know this Wm Murffey and doe you know 
what is become of him. 

He answer'd, he knows that he was a jobber in the parts and 
that he came from Maryland & went thither again and that he 
carryed him thither. 

4thly. How long was it after you bought the said Velvett 
before you carried the sd Murffey to Maryland. 

He answer'd about a week 
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5thly. How long is it since you carried the afores'd Murffey 
to Maryland. He answer'd, Last fall was twelve months. 

6thly. Did the said Murffey ever come back from Maryland, 
he answer'd noe never as he knew. 

7thly. What thoughts had you of the afores'd Velvett when 
the same was offered to you for sale. 

He answered, he had noe thoughts about it. 

8thly. How long is it since you heard Mattox Church was 
Robb'd. 

He answer'd the sixth day of May Last. 

9thly. Did you ever see a Pulpitt Cloath in the Church of 
Mattox. 

He answer'd, he believes he has. 

iothly. Doe you know whether the same was of the same 
Colour and the same Velvett as the Velvett now shown you is. 
He answer'd for what he know's it might be soe. 

nthly. Doe you know whether the afores'd Velvett which 
is now made into breeches be the same which was made use of 
in the afores'd Church for a Pulpitt Cloath. 

He answer'd, noe he does not. 

i2thly. How long has the same been made into breeches. 

He answer'd about two months since. 

I3thly. Doe you know what shipp the afores'd Murffey 
wrought on board. 
He answer'd noe. 

i4thly. Doe you know whether you had the sd Velvett of 
the aforesaid Wm Murffey before you Return'd the Coat said 
to be stol'n by him from Capt. Parts. 

He answer'd he bought it after he had delivered the said 
Coat to Mr. Arrington. 

i5thly. Doe you know whether the sd Murffey had the 
Velvett aforesaid in his possession before you return'd the afore- 
said Coat to Mr. Arrington. He answer'd, Yess. 
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i6thly. Did you hear Mr. Arrington or any other person 
relate or say at the time you carried the Coat aforesaid to the 
sd Arrington that the aforesaid Church of Mattox was Robb'd, 
and that the Pulpitt Cloath was Lost. He answer'd, noe. 

And there upon It was ordered that Thomas Arrington, 
Sophia Codlien, Patrick Doyle, Ruth Cannady, Turloe Money 
& Charles Cannady. 

Evidences Sumoned for our Soveraigne lord the King against 
the Prisoner at the barr, should be Cal'd who severally sworn 
and exaemined as followeth. 

Thomas Arrington, doe you know the Prisoner at the barr. 

He answer'd, Yess. 

2dly. Did you say anything to the sd Prisoner (when he 
brought you the Coat said to be delivered to you) about the 
Pulpitt Cloath a foresaid. 

He answer'd, noe it was not then known to him to be stolen. 

3dly. Doe you know whether the Pulpitt Cloath afores'd 
was hanging in the Church afores'd at the same time you re- 
ceived the sd Coat. 

He answer'd, he then knew not nor ever heard any discour's 
that the same was stol'n or whether the same was in the Church 
or not. 

Sophia Codliew, doe you know the Prisoner at the barr. 

She answer'd, Yess. 

2dly. Doe you know the Velvett now shown you which is 
made into breeches. 

She answer'd yess she had seem it. 

3dly. Where, she answer'd, at Robt. Alworthy's. 

4thly. Did you se any Cyphers of Gold or Silver on the 
same. 

She answer'd noe But she se the Taylor making the same at 
Robert Alworthy's house. 

Patrick Doyle. Doe you know the Prisoner at the barr. 

He answer'd, yess. 



William and Mary Quarterly 31 

2dly. Doe you know the Velvett now shown to you which 
are made into breeches, he answer'd yess and he believes the 
same to be made of the Pulpitt Cloath that was in Mattox Church 
and that Ruth Cannady told him that Ruth Alworthy took it 
away from William Murffey who brought it there with some 
Green silk fring & other things Rap't upp in a Coat, and that 
the sd Cannady told him that the sd Murffey haunted the house 
for severall days and wanted it again, and that her mother, Ruth 
Alworthy told him that if it should be known he would be 
hang'd, and that the sd Cannady said twas a square peice of 
Cloath and that her sd mother charg'd the children not to speak 
of it and that this discours past between them some time in 
May last. 

Ruth Cannady. Doe you know the Prisoner at the barr. 

She answer'd, Yess. 

2dly. Doe you know the Velvett now shown to you which are 
made into breeches. 

She answer'd, Yess, she knows t'was brought to Robert Al- 
worthy's house by one William Murffey. 

3dly. Where was your father & mother when the said Mur- 
ffey brought the same to the said Alworthy's house. 

She answer'd they were in the Tobacco house hanging 
Tobacco. 

4thly. Did you se the Pack the afores'd Murffey brought 
to your father. She answer'd Yess and that she se the same 
opened. 

5thly. Was the afores'd Velvett in one or two peices. 

She answer'd, in two peices, but the Length of either she 
knows not. 

6thly. Doe you know what discours past between the sd 
Murffey and the said Robt. Alworthy when he opened the Pack. 

She answer'd Robert Alworthy askt him where he gott the 
Coat and Velvett afores'd, who answer'd, amongst the shipping. 
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7thly. Doe you know whether the afores'd Ruth Alworthy 
at the opening the said Pack or at any other time did charge you 
or some of the family not to disclose Robert Alworthy's pur- 
chaesing the said Velvett and that she told the said Murffey If 
this was known that he would be hang'd for it or words to this 
Effect. 

She answer'd, she knows nothing of it neither did she tell 
Patrick Doyle soe. 

8thly. Doe you know what other things was in the Pack be- 
sides the Velvett. 

She answer'd, some brass buttons, some silk Green Fringe a 
silk handkerchief and a coat and two peices of Green Velvett. 

Turloe Money, Doe you know the Prisoner at the barr. 

He answered, Yess. 

2dly. Doe you know anything relating to the Theivery the 
said Prisoner stands accused of. 

He answer'd, he knows nothing of the matter. 

Charles Cannady, Doe you know the Prison'r at the barr. 

He answer'd, Yess. 

2dly. How long is it since William Murffey brought the 
Velvett now shown to you to Robert Alworthy's. 

He answer'd Last fall was twelve month, and that the chil- 
dren told his mother Ruth Alworthy that Murffey was come and 
after she followed him to the Landing and charg'd him of being 
therefor noe goodness. She made him open a Pack that he 
had wherein was a parcell of buttons, Green silk ffringe and 
the Velvett now shown to him which are made into breeches, 
wrap't ap in a Coat and after severall words past between them 
the said Murffey acknowledged he had stol'n them out of a 
Capt. of a Shipps boat. All which evidence being well weigh'd 
and mature consideration there of had by the Court, It is their 
opinion and accordingly ordered to be Entered on Record that 
the aforesaid Robert Alworthy for the fact where of he stands 
accused ought to be try'd at his Maj : tles Hono : ble Court of oyer 
&Terminer. And thereupon they doe remand him to the County 
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Goal aforesaid. And It is alsoe further Considered that pre- 
cepts be fortwith Issued for Conveying the said Robert Alworthy 
to the Publique Goal at the City of Williamsburgh in order to his 
tryall for the said Crime. 

[Defendants gave bond of ten pounds each for their appear- 
ance at Williamsburg.] 

A true copy of the original record, dictated to a typist by me there- 
from, and afterward compared with the original manuscript by me, 
February 20th, 1918. 

Charles Arthur Hoppin, 
Examiner of Records and Writer on Family History. 

Lawrence Washington, son of Col. John Washington, in his will 
proved 1698, bequeathed a pulpit cloth to the Pope's Creek Church of 
Washington parish. The ancient register of baptisms, marriages and 
burials of this chuch was extant until about twenty years ago, when I 
am informed at Montross, it was given by a parishoner to his children 
to be cut up by them into paper dolls. The register of St. Paul's parish, 
which originally embraced a part of that part of Westmoreland county 
set off for King George county in 1721, has been removed therefrom and is 
now held as "private property." 

The register of Cople parish being also lost, Westmoreland county 
is without vital records prior to 1800. 

C. A. H. 



